PEERAGE TO THE EIBST EDITION.
BEING much interested in the improvement of steam vessels, from my connection with several steam navigation companies, and having had a longer and more extended experience in the details of their building and equipping than, perhaps, any individual director of a steam company in the kingdom, my attention has "been uninterruptedly given to the subject since the year 1823> when I first established a steam company, and undertook to have the first steam-vessel constructed capable of maintaining a commercial intercourse across the Irish Channel, during the winter months, and which, till then, had been considered impracticable.
The result of this long experience is the finding, that, notwithstanding the improved state to which the construction and appointments of the hull and general machinery of steam-vessels have arrived, great uncertainty and risk of failure still prevail in the use of fuel and the generation of steam.
It is true, the engineer, who undertakes the con-
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